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inheritance freely. The continuity of land holding is
an expression of one's filial piety. Any act against it
will be criticized by the community as bad. This is
of considerable importance to the problem of land
tenure.

6. NEW LEGISLATION7 ON INHERITANCE

Having described the actual process of transmission
of property in the village, now we can turn to the legal
provisions. In preparation of the new civil code in
China which came into force in 1929, the legislators
followed the fundamental policy of the Kuomintang,
the National Party in China, to promote sex equality
by granting an equal right of inheritance to men and
women. This has made an important departure both
from the old civil code and from the traditional practice
as described above.

The principle of the old and the new codes on
the problem of inheritance can be summarized as
follows :

" Formerly, a woman had, save a simple exception,
no right to inheritance according to Chinese law. For
instance, suppose a Chinese died fifteen years ago,
leaving his widow, a son and a daughter, the whole of
the property left by the deceased was by law to be
inherited by the son only. Neither the widow nor the
daughter was entitled to any share. In case the
deceased had no issue except the only daughter, the
daughter and the widow were still entitled to nothing
if the brother of the deceased had a son. The son
of the deceased's brother was the legal heir to the
deceased and the whole of the property was to go to
him. Again, even if the deceased had no brother, or
his brother had no son, yet, so long as the deceased